
NIMS Training Guidelines 
 

Audience     Required Training 
 

 
Federal/State/Local/Tribal/Private Sector & 
Non-governmental personnel to include: 
 
Entry level first responders & disaster workers 

• Emergency Medical Service personnel 
• Firefighters 
• Hospital staff 
• Law Enforcement personnel 
• Public Health personnel 
• Public Works/Utility personnel 
• Skilled Support Personnel 
• Other emergency management response, 

support, volunteer personnel at all levels 
 

 
 
• FEMA IS-700: NIMS, An Introduction 

 
• ICS-100: Introduction to ICS or 

equivalent 
 

 
Federal/State/Local/Tribal/Private Sector & 
Non-governmental personnel to include: 
 
First line supervisors, single resource leaders, field 
supervisors, and other emergency 
management/response personnel that require a 
higher level of ICS/NIMS Training. 
 

 
• FEMA IS-700: NIMS, An Introduction 

 
• ICS-100: Introduction to ICS or 

equivalent 
 

• ICS-200: Basic ICS or equivalent 
 

 
Federal/State/Local/Tribal/Private Sector & 
Non-governmental personnel to include: 
 
Middle management including strike team leaders, 
task force leaders, unit leaders, division/group 
supervisors, branch directors, and multi-agency 
coordination system/emergency operations center 
staff. 
 

 
• FEMA IS-700: NIMS, An Introduction 
• FEMA IS-800: National Response Plan 
       (NRP), An Introduction* 
• ICS-100: Introduction to ICS or 

equivalent 
• ICS-200: Basic ICS or equivalent 
• ICS-300: Intermediate ICS or equivalent 

(FY07 Requirement) 
 

 
Federal/State/Local/Tribal/Private Sector & 
Non-governmental personnel to include: 
 
Command and general staff, select department 
heads with multi-agency coordination system 
responsibilities, area commanders, emergency 
managers, and multi-agency coordination 
system/emergency operations center managers. 
 

 
• FEMA IS-700: NIMS, An Introduction 
•     FEMA IS-800: National Response Plan 
       (NRP), An Introduction* 
• ICS-100: Introduction to ICS or 

equivalent 
• ICS-200: Basic ICS or equivalent 
• ICS-300: Intermediate ICS or equivalent 

(FY07 Requirement) 
• ICS-400: Advanced ICS or equivalent 

(FY07 Requirement) 
 

  
* Additional IS-800 Guidelines are provided earlier in this document 

 



ICS Equivalent Training:  ICS-100, 200, 300, and 400 level training equivalencies can be 
met by following the guidance outlined in the NIMS National Standard Curriculum 
Training Development Guidance (October, 2005). As previously stated, it is not 
necessary that the training requirements be met through a federal source.  ICS training 
developed by state, local, and tribal agencies and private training vendors can “qualify” 
as NIMS compliant training if the training meets or exceeds the ICS objectives outlined 
in the NIMS National Standard Curriculum Training Development Guidance (October, 
2005) and is adopted for use by the sponsoring training organization (i.e. State 
Emergency Management Agency, State Fire Training Academy, etc). 
 
ICS-300 and ICS-400 training is not a required training element for FY 2006.  However, 
emergency management personnel at the middle management and command and general 
staff levels are urged to take this training if needed.  ICS-300 and ICS-400 training will 
be a FY 2007 NIMS compliance requirement.   
 
Note:  Multi-agency Coordination System personnel include those persons who  
are charged with coordinating and supporting incident management activities.  
These emergency management personnel typically may function from an emergency 
operations center or similar facility. 
 
ICS 100 & 200 Available Training  
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) through the United States Fire 
Administration (USFA) and the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) in conjunction 
with the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) and the United States 
Department of Agriculture has developed ICS 100 and 200 training.  These courses are 
consistent with the NIMS National Standard Curriculum Training Development 
Guidance (October, 2005) and therefore meet the FY 2006 training compliance activities 
outlined by the NIMS Integration Center. 
 
The United State Fire Administration (USFA), through its National Fire Programs Office 
has the following web-based courses available at the ICS-100 and ICS-200 levels.  The 
courses can be accessed at the following website: 
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/training/nfa/independent/ 
 
ICS Level Course Code Course Title 
ICS-100 Q462 Introduction to NIMS ICS 

for Operational First 
Responders 

ICS-200 Q463 Basic All-Hazards NIMS 
ICS for Operational First 
Responders 

  
 
 



USFA also offers two direct delivery field courses, ICS for Fire Services (W/F-806) and 
ICS for Emergency Medical Services (W/F-163), which are equivalent to ICS-100 & 
ICS-200.  These courses are offered regionally by states and at the National Emergency 
Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland on weekends. 
 
The Emergency Management Institute has several ICS-100 and ICS-200 level courses 
that can be taken online as interactive Web-courses.  These course materials may also be 
downloaded and used in a group or classroom setting. Answer sheets may be obtained 
from the Emergency Management Institute by calling the EMI Independent Study Office 
at 301-447-1256. To complete the courses or download the course materials go to 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/IS/crslist.asp 
 

Course  Course Code Status Web-Based Status Classroom 
ICS-100 General IS-100 Completed on Web Downloadable – no video 
ICS-100 Law Enforcement IS-100.LE Completed on Web Downloadable  Guide 
ICS-100 Public Works IS-100.PW Completed on Web Downloadable Guide 
ICS-100 Public Health IS-100.PH Under Development Down loadable Guide 
ICS-100 Hospital IS-100.H Under Development Downloadable Guide 
ICS-100 Federal Worker IS-100.FW Completed on Web Downloadable 
ICS-200 General IS-200 Completed on Web Downloadable – no video 
ICS-200 Law Enforcement IS-200.LE Under Development Downloadable Guide 
ICS-200 Public Works IS-200.PW Under Development Downloadable Guide 
ICS-200 Public Health IS-200.PH Under Development Downloadable Guide 
ICS-200 Hospital IS-200.H Under Development Downloadable Guide 
ICS-200 Federal Worker IS-200.FW Completed on Web Downloadable 
 
When available, classroom materials for ICS-100 and ICS-200 courses can be 
downloaded from the website.  Downloadable materials contain guides for teaching 
discipline specific versions of the programs (i.e. law enforcement, public works, etc). 
Due to the size of the documents only the text materials can be downloaded.  Video 
contained in the materials can be obtained through the FEMA Publications Office.  
FEMA will post information about these courses at:  
http://www.training.fema.gov/emiweb/ 
 
 
 
ICS-300 and 400 course materials are state administered programs and are coded as G-
300 and G400.  For additional information on these courses please contact your State 
Emergency Management Training Officer, Anne Allen (aallen@agtop.state.ks.us or 
785-274-1413) or Tom Marlowe (tom.marlowe@dhs.gov or 301-447-1060) at the 
Emergency Management Institute (EMI).   


